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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a multilevel 
type semiconductor memory device and a method for the 
failure relief for quickening an access time, and for 
operating defective bit relief by an ECC circuit. 
SOLUTION: Data to be ECC-releaved are divided into 
lower rank data and upper rank data being the output of 
a binary converting circuit 3, and releaved by ECC 
circuits 61 and 62 in the preliminarily decided order of 
the data input. Thus, the ECC relief can be attained for 
each lower rank data and upper rank data outputted 
before the reading of all data, and the- relief processing 
time can be shortened. 
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